
Annual report introduction/overview

Explaining the mandate, performance, strategy and future of a small University think tank whose role is to promote the uptake and 
understanding about AI

Executive summary

In plain language but technically savvy, approachable about a very 
complicated topic, and highlighting performance metrics while 
acknowledging challenges, this annual report introduction had to tick several 
strict boxes, all while remaining an engaging read that tells the 
story of a year in the life of a corporate entity and what it’s achieved.

The WA Data Science Innovation Hub (WADSIH) is a Western Australian 
Government initiative, supported by Curtin University, which aims to ensure the State 
remains at the forefront of the digital revolution by increasing the uptake, education, 
training and awareness of data science and artificial intelligence in Western Australia.
	 WADSIH has a vision to ensure WA industry has a leading voice in the national AI 
conversation and ensure the state builds a strong AI ecosystem.
	 As AI has been adopted across businesses, government agencies and the 
education sector on an increasing basis, we’ve leveraged our expertise to make sure 
it has the best chance to help governments deliver services better, help businesses 
large and small streamline operations, take the increasing workload off educators and 
most importantly of all, create jobs for the WA technology ecosystem.
	 The demand for our advisory, training and upskilling services and events has only 
increased, and we’re well positioned to meet it. As advances and research in artificial 
intelligence continue to have an impact on the business, academic and government 
sectors in WA, WADSIH has helped partners and the community understand what it 
can do and how it can benefit us all through events, outreach and beyond.
	 Income from our Advisory Services and Initiatives has increased substantially from 
previous years, reaching ______.
	 One of our most outstanding accomplishments in the period was when WADSIH 
became the recipient of a Federal Government Strong and Resilient Communities 
(SARC) Grant.
	 Led by Professor Tele Tan of Curtin University’s Autism Academy, WADSIH was a 
critical member of the applying team. Valued at $____, the SARC Grant validates our 
work supporting vulnerable and disadvantaged people to participate in their societies 
and economies.
	 The result will be a program catering to autistic teens using AI to address 
challenges they face in schooling, social integration, employment and engagement 
with their communities. Through our cumulative media reach since 2019, a potential 
audience of over 34 million have been exposed to our thought leadership, advice and 
assistance. In the last 12 months, that figure is over 6.05m.
	 Together with the impacts of our digital marketing channels (over 4,600 readers 
subscribe to WADSIH’s marketing emails, and as at 30 June 2025 we had 13,853 
followers across social media channels), we’re very much the leader in the field, and 
our reach and influence is making our partners leaders in their fields too.
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Client:

The WA Data Science and Innovation Hub

Content type:

Corporate Communications

Brief:

To introduce readers to the organisation and convey both central pillars of its 
mission as well as highlights of its achievements.

Deliverable:

A written piece that needed to fit into a pre-designed template from previous 
reports.



	 Through the July 2024 to June 2025 period, we’ve taken part in, convened or run 
125 events, debates, information sessions, conferences and research outcome events 
where we’ve waved the flag for the adoption of AI. One of our most successful event 
series is the Hackathons WADSIH runs with various government partners, run by our 
Innovation Lead, Tim Sondalini.
	 Unique in the conference circuit, Hackathons put industry leaders in touch with 
tomorrow’s generation of coders and programmers, who gather in teams to address a 
number of performance challenges facing a specific sector and use data science and 
AI to address them.

	 The period included three successful Hackathons. June 2025 saw the launch 
of the DFES Hackathon, applying the latest ideas in AI to help fire and emergency 
services do their job better.
	 October 2024’s WA Health Hackathon saw $____ in prize money awarded, and the 
online Department of Water & Environmental Regulation Hackathon in April 2025 
to address the challenges raised by the State Government’s WA Vegetation Extent 
(WAVE) Program.
	 Funded by the WA Government through the New Industries Fund and supported 
by Curtin University, we also benefit from a close relationship with the Curtin AI in 
Research Group, enjoying a lively cross-pollination of ideas, contacts, and research 
materials across government and academia.  n 
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