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HYBRID BENEFITS
It’s virtually impossible to just flick a switch and make your whole organization or application cloud-based 
overnight. Despite advancements in the field, neither public nor private clouds can be all things to all people. 
Some of the variables to consider are:

No need to make binary 
decisions any more
Depending on your applications, 
data and IT spend cycle, it won’t be 
feasible to put all processes in the 
cloud or keep them all in house. 
A hybrid strategy lets you take 
advantage of the best of both worlds 
and move workloads between online 
and off as needed.

Asset  
legacy
IT budgeting and usage can be a years-
long process, and once you do the 
math, it might make sense to exploit the 
internal systems you spent good money 
on until they can be decommissioned.

Scalability  
and flexibility
Third party cloud offerings can be 
the place to roll out new product 
offerings, prove and test projects or 
handle temporary overloads. There’s 
no huge upfront cost, and the speed 
and ease of use are second to none.

Legalities

If you handle sensitive data or work 
in a unique privacy or regulatory 
environment, it might determine  
where and how you have to store  
and action data.

Specialist  
systems
Bespoke software with a long life cycle 
might simply not work on a lot of 
third party cloud platforms and force 
you to deploy your own specialized 
infrastructure.

Try before  
you buy
A public cloud solution might simply 
be a way to get your feet wet, putting 
your people and systems to the test to 
deploy your own cloud environment.

Even though cloud computing is now entrenched, one of the questions that hasn’t quite been settled 
is whether it’s better to engage an external cloud environment or build and run your own. But as 
organizations of every size far and wide are finding, why should you choose one or the other?

Data processing needs, storage space requirements and even data sovereignty laws all have an effect 
on whether your data is better in a third party provider or an on-premise cloud.

Systems audits will reveal which is better for each application or workflow, so the answer might be to 
use both, where some services are run externally and some in your own environment. Depending on 
your industry or service offering, hybrid cloud might actually be necessary.



THE COMPETITIVE ADVANTAGE
Among the advantages Alibaba Cloud offers is sheer size. Alibaba Cloud has more data centers in China than any 
other provider. It also has data centers in many countries around the world, including Australia, Japan, the US, 
Germany, and the United Arab Emirates, meaning that the Alibaba Cloud network is truly global in size and scope.

You’ll benefit from the same technologies and expertise that powers one of the world’s  
biggest e-tailers and gives you the best possible cloud infrastructure for the best  
possible price.

To find out how our hybrid  
cloud solutions can help you,  
please contact our team.
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But it’s about much more than just size. Alibaba Cloud is a true cloud 
without borders solution. Access to the Chinese market is becoming critical 
to many businesses whether for supply or a growing customer base, and a 
strong local presence is inextricably linked to our global network.

To make it even easier to adopt a hybrid cloud model, Alibaba Cloud 
Express Connect provides a fast, stable and secure leased line connection 
between China and overseas regions for your cloud deployments.

Security From big to bigger

No matter what your cloud plans, security should 
be a high priority. Our world-class standards protect 
against all common cyberthreats and dedicated 
security teams constantly monitor our customers’ 
environments to mitigate against attacks.

Even if you opt for an on-premise cloud environment 
by Alibaba Cloud, you’ll benefit from our 
responsiveness as fixes and safeguards are rolled out 
across your network as soon as they’re available.

Our 2.3m customers worldwide and their activity adds 
up to a lot of data, and it represents more than usage 
and transactions. We constantly monitor the service 
we provide to our large and growing customer base to 
ensure they are getting the best performance at all times. 

Our data and AI scientists are at the cutting-edge of 
research, and the improvements made to our systems are 
applicable to your own cloud deployments, whether  
on-premise or hosted in our data centers.

https://www.alibabacloud.com/contact-sales?

