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IT’S MORE IMPORTANT THAN EVER 
TO PARTNER WITH THE RIGHT CDN
In today’s hyper-connected society, they say content is king. And they’re right. E-commerce sales in 2016 exceeded 
US $1 trillion1. Bandwidth dedicated to video traffic alone is expected to make up 74% of internet use this year2.  
With 4.6 billion pieces of content produced every day, content downloading is on a steep upward curve3. 

As global demands for e-commerce, video streaming and content downloading continue to rise, businesses are 
leveraging these trends to drive growth. With expansion, however, comes the need for greater bandwidth and 
reliable infrastructure. That’s why it’s critical for businesses to partner with a content delivery network (CDN) that 
will help them keep pace and anticipate soaring demands.

Initially developed to support Alibaba’s ecosystem of businesses, Alibaba Cloud CDN is now used every day to 
navigate the complexities of the public internet. Designed to address challenges such as expanding geographical 
footprints, in-market regulations, and disparate telecommunications and ISPs, this CDN solution ensures that your 
website response times, downloads and video streaming aren’t affected by massive spikes in traffic. 

HERE'S HOW...
1. ARCHITECTURE Alibaba 
Cloud CDN has an expansive 
network of over 600 local-edge 
nodes in China, each with 
SSD storage capacity of 40 
TB to 1.5 PB and 40+ Gbps 
bandwidth. Within reach of 
95% of China’s internet users, 
the CDN platform has 20 Tbps 
processing capacity in-country. 
For overseas markets, Alibaba 
Cloud maintains control of all 
infrastructure and continually 
checks the health of the nodes.

2. PERFORMANCE Alibaba Cloud CDN shortens website response times to milliseconds, with a 95%+ hit 
rate, and is 20-40% faster than competitors, according to an analysis done by Catchpoint Systems4.

With over 1,000 POPs around the world, Alibaba Cloud CDN continues to expand its POPs globally in order 
to guarantee exceptional performance, via self-established or third-party POPs.

3. SECURITY The CDN comes enabled with full HTTPS support, anti-leech protection, and URL encryption 
to safeguard your content. You can specify authorization on a per-URL basis, configure whitelists/blacklists 
and allow an empty referrer to stop scrapers. This solution is also easily integrated with other Alibaba Cloud 
offerings such as Web Application Firewall (WAF) and anti-DDoS products. 

4. CUSTOMIZATION Alibaba Cloud’s CDN console is a self-provisioning portal which grants you full 
control of managing their content’s lifecycle. API interfaces enable service activation, content refresh, data 
monitoring, and more. 

5. MONITORING Analyze your website’s traffic on the Alibaba Cloud CDN with real-time monitoring and 
measure traffic bandwidth, access quality and site popularity. 

1 emarketer.com    |     2 dacast.com    |     3 blogbrandz.com    |     4 catchpoint.com

https://www.emarketer.com/Article/Worldwide-Retail-Ecommerce-Sales-Will-Reach-1915-Trillion-This-Year/1014369
https://www.dacast.com/blog/2017-live-streaming-video-trends/ 
http://www.blogbrandz.com/tips/blog-content-creation-promotion-in-2015-beyond-infographic/ 
http://www3.catchpoint.com/


HOW IT WORKS
The Alibaba Cloud CDN traffic management system redirects requests to edge nodes that 
can provide the best response time. If an edge node doesn’t have the requested content 
cached, it can access additional cached content on L2 cache nodes in the network. 

Traffic 
management.

Slow page loads, long video buffering times, and failed content downloads can force 
users to leave your website. This solution offers page optimization, smart compression, 
range support, parameter filtering, and partial content buffering to optimize your content 
and keep users on your site. 

Improved 
overall content 
performance.

The Alibaba Cloud CDN console allows you to: 
•  Add, delete, modify and search domain names 
•  Activate service and setup billing 
•  Set cache policies for expiration and refresh 
•  Configure HTTP headers for requests and responses

Content 
lifecycle 
management.

Track and measure the following: 
•  Traffic: network bandwidth, back-to-origin traffic, and total queries per second (QPS)

•  Hit rate: percentage of requests or bytes served at the cache level versus  
   back-to-origin and total hits by HTTP code

•  User access monitoring: page views, unique page views, and distribution of users by  
   region or carrier

•  Data: top 100 lists for URL access and page reference

Real-time 
monitoring.
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THE ALIBABA CLOUD ADVANTAGE

Learn more about our  
CDN solution here. 

1. AVAILABILITY Alibaba Cloud CDN has over 1,000 high-end local edge nodes worldwide. This number 
continues to grow as Alibaba Cloud expands its global infrastructure.

2. SCALABILITY This CDN implements a two-layer architecture with outstanding capacity to support 
your business through continual growth. L2 BGP connectors for all ISPs ensure interoperability and 
availability for all your customers.

3. EASY INTEGRATION Alibaba Cloud CDN works seamlessly with other solutions such as  
Object Storage Service (OSS), Elastic Compute Services (ECS), Web Application Firewall (WAF), and 
anti-DDoS products.

4. EASY TO DEPLOY AND MANAGE This CDN gives you a portal or API to configure your content 
and site options, including cache management, header configuration, page customization,  
and authorization. 

https://www.alibabacloud.com/product/cdn

