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How The Acer Icania Becames All Things to All Students

When Silverton Public School took part in an Acer device trial, they knew they'd found the all-round solution they’d been looking for.

Executive summary

Despite coming from an economically challenged area, Silverton Primary
Students perform in the top 5 percent in Australia in several areas related
to ICT. Part of the reason, according to principal Tony Bryant, is becausethe

school’s learning outcomes are extremely high thanks to personalised learning
and investment in technology.
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A quick glance over the website of Silverton Primary School in the Melbourne suburbs
reveals an array of multimedia work it's hard to believe has been put together by children
aged 12 or younger. With student videos, documentaries, podcasts, custom photo galleries
and more, it's hard not to agree with SPS principal Tony Bryant when he says technology can
not only increase engagement for students, it speeds up the learning process.

“It's enhanced the learning outcomes for the kids and given them greater opportunities
to excel and work closer to what's in the real world,” Mr Bryant says of the school's ICT
programs. “Technology enhcnaces where we've come from and where we are now.”

Acer as part of the picture

To continue giving students the best chance of success in their work, Silverton Primary
School takes part in several advanced technology programs. Just one is being a Microsoft
World Tour school, one of thousands around the world promoted as an example of how the
educational environment can benefit from technology.

Another is a relationship with national education sector reseller Learning With
Technologies, who approached SPS about a device trial last year. According to Mr Bryant,
staff and teachers liked what they saw when Acer came on board. “It came along at the right
time,” he says. I was looking for a trial of some sort because we wanted a 1:1 program, we
just had to work out which was the right device.”

The right device was a fleet of 26 Acer Iconia W510’s, which SPS's year 3/4 children
took to very quickly. “The children did all their work on the tablets,” Mr Bryant says. “They
took them home and worked using online software. We use Microsoft Office 365 and the
kids were doing collaborative learning projects, emailing and using learning spaces with their
friends and classmates from home. Lots of apps were downloaded and it turned out really
successful.”

Mr Bryant also explains that even though the school is well equipped with other systems
and devices in labs and classrooms, the Iconia quickly became the first choice. “Our students
have always had 1:1 access because we have numerous systems at the school and the
children get to choose the device they want. What I've found is that they're not going to any
other devices, the Iconia really suffices for everything they want to do. It's really pleasing
because we were looking for a device that caters to all their needs and the W510 seems
todoit”




He adds that SPS is equipped with tablets and notebooks from other manufacturers —
devices that weren't used nearly as often following the arrival of the Iconia range. “The kids
are more into creating their learning and producing high quality work, which they just can't do
on other devices. They need a laptop or a tablet, and the Iconia’s both.”

Another happy result from the Iconia trial was that SPS students could take their love
of technology home to families who didn't always have the same opportunity. According to
Mr Bryant, many of the students” households - facing tough circumstances - didn't have
computers, and students reported the W510 provided an edge most families take for granted.

Tools of the education trade

The Iconia’s included stylus has become just one critical part of the toolset for Silverton
Primary School, and Mr Bryant says the lack of one in other form factors like netbooks was a
limiting factor. He also describes them as ‘very sturdy’, noting that the school hasn't had any
breakages, and is particularly pleased with the performance of the battery.

“The 18 hour battery life was a real selling point,” he says. “When kids take them home
the last thing you want is for them to go flat during the day, but we've have no issues.”
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And the last piece of the puzzle is mobility. Even though Mr Bryant says SPS students use
the Iconias with the attached keyboard dock around 80-90 percent of the time, the ability to
form groups because of portability made a big difference.

“The best function is that it works as a laptop as well,” he says, “but the students are often
walking around to join different work groups to use it. If they're using online tools they can
collaborate. On any one day you can have half a dozen kids collaborating on one document,
which is very different from the old pen-and-paper way where you work on your own.”

Becoming an Acer environment

The feedback from students on using the Iconia W510 has been great, says Mr Bryant.
So much so in fact that he realised it was an education tool he didn’t want to do without,
purchasing 150 more Iconia W510's for every child in grade three and four.

Each student will now have an Acer device up until they leave the school after year six,
and their performance has been so strong My Bryant expects the devices to stay with each
child for the entire three year insurance and warranty period without the need for upgraded
equipment. “It has all the things you want - the camera, the keyboard, wi-fi, Windows 8, the
stylus,” Mr Bryant sums up. “It does all the things you want in a device.” Il
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