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Students And Teachers Find The Flexibility

To Drive Tomorrow

As a government public school in the leafy suburbs north of Geelong, Victoria, Lara Public School has to put valuable resources to the best
possible use in preparing students for the technological world they'll navigate throughout their lives.

Executive summary

With ICT a valued part of the education toolset and a pivotal aspect of at least
one unique learning program, Victoria’s Lara Primary School have high praise
for the Acer Iconia range.
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computers for students weighed up the best device to buy.
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A written piece of approximate word count based on interviews with school
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As principal Elissa Jackson says, “We are thinkers at Lara PS, and students are
encouraged to discover solutions, find ways to work a problem out and know we can learn
by our successes and our mistakes.”

For LPS, one of the lynchpins to put the chance of such discovery in students” hands is
technology. The school has backed 1:1 technology programs for many years and among the
many technology partners they've worked with to make it happen, they report that devices
from Acer Australia have been particularly effective.

When LPS students reach year five, they have the opportunity to use our devices for
the final two years of their primary schooling. The unique year 5/6 composite classrooms
provide the ideal collaboration laboratory to put technology through its paces, and only
the best tools pass the test.

Individualised computing

Lara Primary School engaged national education sector reseller Learning With
Technologies for a device fleet that would suit their needs, and Acer came to the table
with the Windows 8-powered Iconia W510.

Beyond the trial fleet Acer provided in 2013, LPS liked the Iconia W510 so much they've
invested in it further. Out of the six year 5/6 composite classes, school ICT leader Marcia
O'Brien says around 145 students are now using them. “Our children had experience
with netbooks in 1:1 programs,” Ms O'Brien says, “and they adapted to tablets quickly.”

Among the unexpected results was the ways the students found to use the many
functions of the device. Using the microphone and camera rather than just the software
really augmented their learning.

“Some children will come at it from a totally different angle and a clear mind and that's the
excitement of it,” Ms O'Brien says. “They're finding things we didn't realise were going to be
handy all the time, and that's a gain where the teachers are prepared to be inclusive in their
teaching. They're the ones who fly with it.”

All things to all students

After some experience with different form factors, the students agree they wouldn't
go back. “The tablet, no question,” is how Ms O'Brien responds when asked if students
preferred the Iconia over older netbook models. “These are ‘fouch’ kids and they absolutely
loved them.”




As the Lara Primary School website says; ‘With technology evolving at a rapid rate, we
strive to deliver cutting edge devices that best enable students to improve their standards
in collaborative learning environments.

In practise that means devices school students want to use, and Ms O'Brien says a
combination of the ‘holdability" and keyboard form factor of LPS's Iconia fleet is critical.

"I like the Iconias because they're a little workhorse,” she says. “They keyboard dock is
critical to its effectiveness in a classroom environment. When you use traditional programs
like the Microsoft Office suite, the keyboard is there. Then the kids can take it off if they're
using apps in a different working style.”

Something else the flexible nature of the Iconia form factor has bought out is the
personalities not just of the students but the teachers. When asked whether the devices
spend most of their time attached to the keyboard dock or carried as tablets, Ms O'Brien
reports that it very much depends on the person.

“They probably spend about 60 percent of the time with the dock attached,” she says.
"Some kids leave the dock attached even when they don't need it. Others just flip it over
and use the dock as the stand. Others wander around as they need to. It comes down
to the personality of the child, the style of the teacher and even the physical layout of
the classroom.”

Experience with other form factors has also made LPS wiser. After installing tablets from
a competing brand in the school library that didn't have an attached keyboard, Ms O'Brien
says staff and students were endlessly frustrated because of windows that were too hard
to expand and resize, scrollbars that were hard to access and a host of other productivity
problems. “That's where the Iconias are the entire package,” she says.

The devices are even proving an integral part of a groundbreaking LPS learning initiative.
At Parks Victoria's Serendip Sanctuary, a wildlife preserve not far from the school, Ms O'Brien
leads a unique paperless classroom where students use the natural environment as a
stimulus for learning.

— Aclass from each grade spends a week at the Sanctuary and works closely with park
rangers to study the natural environment. Part of the program is a fleet of 25 Iconia W510s
on hand at the site, which means every grade at LPS — not just the year 5/6 composite
students — gets hand-on experience with the devices.
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A tough proving ground

The Iconia has also done away with headaches Lara Primary School has experienced with
other devices. Ms O'Brien says she’s had ‘phenomenal’ problems with a competing brand
after stress fractures in the glass screens.

The Acer devices, she adds, have performed far better. “Last year one had a warranty
claim and that's all we've had to date,” she says. “It's May of our second year with the
Iconia with 145 kids using them, so we're pretty happy.”

Power was also a big issue for LPS. Any power cords students are exposed to require
testing and tagging under compliance and Ms O'Brien says the idea of having 24 of them in
a classroom (one for each student) is a ‘nightmare’ — even if most classrooms did have that
many power outlets.

Thankfully, the Iconia more than handles a typical day. “The longevity of the battery is quite
stunning,” she says. “In the past we found netbooks had about four hours if kids have multiple
programs open at any one time and students couldn't get through the workday effectively —
by the end of the day they'd be flat. Considering it's our second year these little guys
are holding their battery well.”

An Acer future for LPS

Through the Learning With Technologies agreement, Lara Primary School has eight spare
units, swappable for breakages or other issues in case they come up. It's part of the school's
approach, according to Ms O'Brien, for every child in the relevant grade to have access to a
device.

It's just one aspect of the partnership that's helping LPS on its mission for an ICT rich
environment. As the school website says; ‘At Lara Primary School we are ready to tackle the
many challenges and opportunities presented by the digital era by preparing our children to
be discerning, curious, sharing, responsible and ethical 21st century cyber citizens'.

And like many schools that have taken part in trials of Acer systems, Ms O'Brien and her
colleagues liked them so much they've invested even more in our solutions. “We're very
happy across the board,” she says. “Acer and Learning With Technologies gave us a very
nice deal and we're very appreciative of it.” Il
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