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Occupational Hazard

Stunts are hard. The industry is harder.
Who’ll be on your side if the worst happens?

Being a stunt performer for movies and TV is exciting, glamourous, full of thrills and intrigue.

But what happens when it all goes wrong?

The Associated Press reported that since 19go, 43 stunt performers have died on US film

sets, with another 37 internationally. Up to 150 performers sustained ‘life-altering’ injuries.

Despite having some of the highest accreditation and safety standards in the world for stunts
and stunt performers here in Australia, injuries and deaths on movie and TV sets happen, and
the effects on the long term health and employment prospects of performers and the financial

burden imposed on their lives can be crippling and career-ending.

Here in Australia, where the TV and film industry is not only small but notorious for boom
and bust periods, making a living as a stunt performer is hard enough. Ongoing training and
up-skilling is expensive and many performers have to work other jobs that only make it harder
to craft a career. But if the unthinkable happens, ongoing employment might be the least of

your worries.
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The problems

Movie and TV work is a movable feast that can take place in countless countries that have ill-

defined, confusing and even conflicting legal frameworks.

Clear communication and understanding of what’s required on a busy film set can be

challenging, to say the least.

Performers might assume they were insured against injury by the production, only to discover

in the worst possible way that they weren’t.

Then there are inherent problems in the industry itself. Behind under the glitz of awards
nights, premieres and the satisfaction of a great creative result, the field faces its own crisis of
harassment, bullying and the threat of termination as productions demand more from performers

and coordinators in less time and with less preparation.

If an injury — or worse - occurs thanks to any number of factors like the above, performers might
discover that the legal infrastructure around a production doesn’t protect them as much as they

assumed.

The unions and industry associations that oversee stunt work in Australia do what they can,

but they can’t overrule the laws of overseas jurisdictions.

Stunt performers need someone to turn to for help before the worst happens. And if it does,

who’s going to stand up, speak on their behalf and make a difference?
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The ASO

Welcome to the Australian Stunts Organisation, a not-for-profit Association incorporated in
South Australia dedicated to improving and advancing the work and interests of stunt performers

in Australia.

Through alliances with other industry bodies and high profile ambassadors from the industry,
the ASO will advocate for, assist, advise and protect stunt performers whenever they need it,
from education and training to financial assistance, and from the smallest legal query to
catastrophic physical injury. Whatever hardship Australian stunt performers face, we're

here to help.

First and foremost, we're going to provide a platform for those afraid to speak out, assert
themselves and demand their rights around work safety a voice. And we’re all about ongoing

support of the industry as a whole.

The ASO will be home to Australia’s first dedicated stunt performer support facility, available
to performers who are struggling financially to maintain the required fitness levels, get back

to peak fitness after an injury, training and practice or even a healthy meal and a ride home.

And with the participation of industry and trade bodies and big industry names, our message

won’t only enjoy high visibility in the media and industry, i'll be clear; help is available.
\ccessing the ASO

A wide variety of legal, financial or career assistance programs are available for stunt performers
and their families. Getting in touch through the Organisation’s website or social media will

get the ball rolling with industry experts and assessors who will take up each individual case.
Stunt performers are naturally tough — it comes with the territory. But they’re only human

and like the rest of us, they need help sometimes.

The time has come to stop being afraid to ask.
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Ambassadors

David Holmes

Holmes was the stunt double for Daniel Radcliffe as Harry Potter in the first six of the fHarry
Potter film series, suffering permanent injuries after an accident during a test shot for /arry

Potter and the Deathly Hallows in 200q).

Despite his disability, Holmes drives a specially-modified racing car and has his own production
company, Ripple Productions, with two tetraplegic colleagues. In 2020, Holmes started recording
a podcast with Daniel Radcliffe, Cunning Stunts, interviewing other stunt actors and trying to raise

awareness about the risks they face.

See more at David’s Instagram
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Partners & Personnel

P

Director of Health Programs )
N Physio
We’d also like you to meet Tony Hvasanov (j)/z‘ yszqzzg

(B. PHYSIO), our advisor and consultant to
ASO’s in-house health professionals and/or

partnerships/alliances

Tony graduated from the University of South
Australia with a Bachelor of Physiotherapy
degree, Tony combines eastern and western

techniques to maximise your recovery.

See more at physiophysique.com.au

Online Branding & Digital Development F
Adelaide digital design and development E DY N A I I
studio EDynam is behind the Australian Stunts

Organisation’s online presence and profile.

After working with industry-wide clients both big
and small, EDynam has developed a simple but
enduring philosophy to make their clients” online
brand affordable but impactful.

See more at (‘,({}’IIZ{III.(T()III
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Media and Communications lLiaison Officer

Please meet our media and communications officer
Drew Turney, a journalist and writer with 20 years
experience in media both in Australia and around
the world.

Drew has worked with some of the biggest media
names in the industry and helps connect the
Australian Stunts Organisation with the public

through media outreach and marketing content.

Social Media Management

We’'re pleased to have social media guru Bibijana

Medved aboard handling all our social content and
marketing. Bibi is a creative allrounder with several
years experience in traditional & digital marketing,

event management and sales.

Bibi’s helped many of South Australia’s most
renowned not-for-profits with marketing collateral
design, content creation and social media, helping
them galvanise their online presence, increase their

reach and find the right audience every time.

See more at Bibi’s LinkedIn
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Legal Partner

The Australian Stunts Organisation is proud
to work with Corsers, a specialist commercial
and Immigration legal practice and property
conveyancing group eslablished in Adelaide

n 199o.

Directors, Nadia Shivarev, Karley Thomas

and Patrick Quan provide services and advice
to individuals, small and large businesses in
commercial and property dealings, whether
transactional or dispute resolution, including
immigration, citizenship and in other specialist

areas like wills, estates and inheritance claims.

See more al corsers.net.au

Medical Partner

A forward thinking charity organisation, Free 3D
Hands is built upon a dream where everyone has
equal access to devices that will improve their
quality of life.

There are over 1 billion people around the world
who require assistive devices, but their access

is limited. Free 3D Hands uses 3D printing
technology to manufacture hands-assistive
devices at just a fraction of the cost of

commercially available alternatives.

See more at free3dhands.org

CORSERS

Lawyers, Conveyancers & Migration
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Rehabilitation Partner

Veterans and first responders struggling with
mental health issues have always had very
particular needs, and many psychotherapy and
counselling services need to be augmented with

other ways of healing.

Horse Aid has a unique suite of programs to help
people facing mental stress by working with horses,
human and animal developing coping skills and

rebuilding confidence together.

And because its services are tailor-made for people
from the most intensive of professions, they’re
perfect for stunt performers who've dealt with
career-changing (or career-ending) injuries and

the stress and anxiety that can result.

Currently programs run in Helensburgh, NSW

with plans to expand into the Canberra area.

See more at horseaid.org.au
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Kim Quan
Fxecutive Director

Australian Stunts Organisation

Visual artist/visual arts teacher, professional
photographer (portrait, stunt photographer),

screenwriter, jewellery designer

Kim’s dream with the Australian Stunts Organisation is to provide resources and support to stunt performers

who struggle to secure medical treatment/rehabilitation and living expenses following work-related injuries.

Her journey began in 2011, when a friend who was emerging as an on-demand stunt performer sustained a
career-ending injury, prompting a years-long battle for the resources and funds needed for proper treatment

and justuce against a system and culture that had failed to protect him.

But as she came to learn, it’s not just the long term medical needs after a serious injury that can be exhaustive
the need for assistance doesn’t end when bones are reset or crutches discarded. The awareness of mental health
is notably absent from what little medical care she’s seen stunt performers receive, and mental trauma often

leaves much deeper scars.

Since then Kim’s seen many more performers struggle with injuries while trying to return to work and do it

all without the adequate legal or financial protection many of their colleagues in entertainment take for granted.
The courage so many stunt performers bring to bear to carry on with life after accidents or injuries inspired Kim
to change the way they're taken care of, and after intensive research and planning over the course of 10 years, the

Australian Stunts Organisation is a reality.

She’s determined to use the Organisation to make the world better for performers and justify the pride they
feel in their work. Now, when a performer is hurt on the job and the production or industry fails them, the
Organisation will be there to provide help, financial support, post-career guidance and medical recovery,

with mental health support a crucial picce of the puzzle for the first time in the industry.
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The Australian Stunts Organisation;
Who we are and what we endeavour to do.

Who is The Australian Stunts Organisation?

The Australian Stunts Organisation is a registered not for profit Association incorporated in
South Australia, currently in the process of registering with the Australian Charities and
Not-for-profits Commission (ACNC).

Our Mission

The benevolent provision and support are for the relief of stunt performing professionals and/
or their dependants in distressed circumstances. We will approach all sensitive matters in confidence,

assisting individuals with utmost respect and to the best of our ability:

We hope to make a facility available to the public to educate the community about stunt

professionals and their importance in the film and entertainment industry (more below).

Our Vision

To work together as one in the film and entertainment industry, where stunt performing is a
necessily and not just an accessory. Safety, equality, diversity, integrity and fairness are (and will
remain) most important.

Online Fundraising Campaign launch

The Australian Stunts Organisation is planning a launch online with a fundraising campaign for

the public to advocate for our fellow stunt performers.
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Is it a national scheme or will it support Australians internationally?

The Australian Stunts Organisation is registered as an Incorporated Association in South

Australia, but national and international outreach is planned for the near future.
How will the Australian Stunts Organisation support stunt professionals?

The Australian Stunts Organisation will provision and outfit a training and stunt facility at our
Adelaide, South Australia headquarters, fully assessed and covered by both individual and public
liability insurance and with all employee/voluntary training and OH&S designed to the strictest

industry standards.
The facility will then be made available to the public (subject to applicable COVID restrictions).
Our plan is to provide services and assistance for stunt performers with the following;

® [Financial assistance
¢ In-kind donations i.e. food/groceries/everyday essentials
® Iree legal advice

¢ Stunt training, gym, martial arts training and much more
What will the Australian Stunts Organisation offer that other organisations may not?

The Australian Stunts Organisation will provide ongoing stunt-related work at our facility to
teach (available for certified stunt performers only), free stunt training and stunt-related activities,
specialised rehabilitation by qualified health professionals, financial assistance with stunt-related

medical treatments/bills, programs for mental wellbeing and much more.

We also plan to provide paid or voluntary work for all stunt performers registered with the
MEAA and will organise school/university visits lo raise awareness in the form of stunt

performances.
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Who decides how the Australian Stunts Organisation offers support and who it’s offered to?
Requests for assistance will start with the completion of an online form.

The Australian Stunts Organisation will then have a small team of voluntary, fully-trained

professionals with legal or similar qualifications who will perform assessments.
Where does the Australian Stunts Organisation’s money and support come from?

The Australian Stunts Organisation plans to provide affordable stunt training, a calisthenics gym,

martial arts classes, rock climbing and yoga lessons to the public to establish cashflow.

We’ll also hold other fundraising activities throughout the year with subscriptions/donations

available to anyone who would like to support the Organisation and our mission.

Currently we're forging partnerships and alliances across the industry which will also support

the Organisation financially. Stay tuned for more news!
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How to partner with
The Australian Stunts Organisation

Who we are

The Australian Stunts Organisation is a not-for-profit Association dedicated to improving and

advancing the work and interests of stunt performers in Australia.
Purpose

The benevolent provision and support are for the relief of stunt performing professionals, and/or

their dependants who are in distressed circumstances because of

¢ [ixpensive health insurance ¢ Limited opportunity in a small market
¢ Difficulty re-entering the field post-injury ¢ Limited specialised medical advice
¢ Limited low-cost legal advice ¢ No all-in-one Australian stunt organisation

Proposed Solution: ie Activities at ASO to achieve its purpose: Performers Relief Plan

Financial Assistance Practical Assistance Advisory Assistance
(made to the Service Provider) (ie in-kind)
* kmergency Relief Funds eg @ Medical Equipment ¢ Iree Legal Advice
funeral costs, medical bills, e Groceries ¢ I'ree Employment and
household bills ete. ¢ liveryday Essentials eg Vocational Training advice
sanilary needs, baby ¢ Mental health wellbeing

necessities etc.

Hypothesis

The Proposed Solution is to alleviate the stresses that a stunt performer may endure after facing
adversity in the entertainment profession. The services may relieve short-term and/or long-
term financial circumstances and provide free employment and training advice to help navigate

performers to various career options, in the same or related profession.
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Measuring Success

Data analytics ie surveys will be collected on a regular basis to ensure our programs are working

effectively and efficiently.
Volunteer your time with us

¢ At our facility - with plenty of positions available, we will have the best suited role(s) for you.

® Be part of our rehabilitation program — Performers Relief Plan (PRP); a team of highly skilled
health, holistic, legal and trade professionals dedicating their time and support to better the
lives of our performers.

¢ Travel with us — to assist in our Performers Relief Plan (PRP).
Partner with us

* We will recognise our partners on our website, in newsletters and through social media and/or
other means of media outlets.

¢ We will promote events and activities groups by listing meeting times and locations on the
ASO website and social media.

* We will share our partners social media posts on ASO platforms.

¢ Depending on the performers severity of circumstance — assessed by our team, ASO may
partially or fully furnish for the performers medical needs or specific requirements in line
with our Performers Relief Plan (PRP).

What can you offer our performers

¢ Performers that are not eligible for our Performers Relief Plan (PRP) - your practice/clinic,
firm, company or organisation may offer an exclusive discount to our performers, upon
confirming our letter of referral.

What to do next

Get in touch with the Australian Stunts Organistion on admin@australianstuntsorganisation.org.
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he world of stunts is a universe of action, pyrotechnics, and
acrobatics. American cinema, specifically Hollywood, has
always dazzled us with big-budget films.

It’s always intriguing and impressive to see the bethind the scenes of
these blockbusters by watching their making-of: breathtaking fight
scenes, exhilarating car chases, aerial jumps, explosions, etc.

As spectators, we imagine that the stuntmen/
stuntwomen are bulletproof against everything
and that they are not afraid of anything. In the
early days of cinema, stuntmen were often

genuine cowboys recruited for the movies.

The women and men who work as stuntmen
are subject to imperatives that constantly put
their health at risk.

Concussions are commonplace in this environment,
and often leave irreversible damage to those who
practice this profession.

Just like professional athletes, the body is the working tool of
stuntmen/stuntwomen. But just like high performance sports, some
injuries can occur. It is easy to say to yourself that “these are the
risks of the job”.

However, recent studies prove that concussions are commonplace
and above all, that they are ignored by the industry. The performers
themselves sometimes ignore them, for fear of losing their jobs.

Of course, the field of cinema requires a certain turnover and

time is limited, as is the money invested in it. You must work
under pressure and within very tight deadlines. We find a

common element in elite sport: the performance society.

Even ultra-performance. All of this is obviously

accompanied by a dose of adrenaline addiction.

My documentary project aims to show behind
the scenes. Behind the spectacular stunts
of superhero movies, there are sometimes
serious injuries and shattered lives. We expose
the unpublished testimonies of stuntmen/
stuntwomen whose life has changed during
a bad fall or a work accident, to grasp the
complexity of this phenomenon.

My goal is to offer possible solutions so that the industry
improves, and that we can continue to enjoy spectacular films, by
protecting those who entertain us.

To do this, we meet specialists, scientists and members of the
industry who enlighten us and offer us avenues for improvement.
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SPEAKERS

To date, I have managed to hear from various stakeholders who Leslie Hoffman. Former stuntwoman and coordinator. Disabled

have shown interest in the project. in 2002 due to physical trauma, she is now on Social Security
Disability and advocates for fair treatment of disabled stunt

First, I work closely with Kim Quan and journalist Drew Turney performers.

who both founded the Australian Stunt Organization. Kim’s dream

with the Australian Stunts Organisation is to provide resources Raelene Chapman and Scott McLean. Scott McLean suffered a

and support to stunt performers who struggle to secure medical head accident during the filming of The Hangover: Part 2, in 2014.

treatment/rehabilitation and living expenses following work-related A legal battle ensued for compensation. Battle that involved Scott
injuries. himself as well as his ex-wife Raelene Chapman (herself a former

stuntwoman) and studio Warner Bros.

Dr. Jeff Russell from Ohio University and Dr. Shelina Babul from
the University of British Columbia. Dr. Russell regularly works with

athletes and Dr. Babul is a concussion specialist. They conducted
a survey as well as an anonymous demographic study of stunt
performers to find out the impact of concussions in the stunt
industry.

Olivia Jackson. Former professional stuntwoman and renowned
muay thai champion. She lost an arm during a filming accident in
2015 on the set of Resident Evil 4. She fought in progress, to have
compensation and to condemn the producers, responsible.
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Dr. Leslie McMichael. Stunt coordinator who worked on X-Men:
The Last Stand did a Ph.D. in 2008 on the cumulative effects of
concussions in the stunt world at Fielding Graduate University.

We also have the collaboration of two lawyers: Jeffrey H. Harris
of the firm Harris-Lowly-Manton (based in Atlanta), as well as
Ben Pepper, of the firm Bolt Burdon Kemp, located in London.
Both have championed causes in which stunt performers have been

injured.

Andy Armstrong. Veteran stunt coordinator. He’s authored Action
Movie Maker’s Handbook in which he shares his insights gained
from designing, coordinating, and directing the action on some

of the biggest and most successful action movies of the past four
decades. He also develops methods to control cars remotely so as to
use less stuntmen for extreme stunts, in order to limit the dangers.

Conrad Palmisano. Another veteran coordinator. He strived to
give back to the industry by serving four terms as president of the
Stuntmen’s Association of Motion Pictures, serving on the board of
the Screen Actors Guild.

During his five-year tenure, he was instrumental in forming the

> LAt , v National Stunts and Safety Committee, which he chaired for several
%\ t . vyears. He was also among the first guest stunt coordinators at the
% !4,‘ < - Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences. Additionally, Conrad
-

sits on the Blue-Ribbon Committee of the World Stunt Awards. ®

«"'.
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