
Alibaba Cloud’s Content 
Delivery Network (CDN) 
service can be integrated 
with Web Hosting to 
improve performance. 
Alibaba Cloud's CDN 
makes use of over 530 
nodes around the world 
to relay and transmit 
data on a dedicated and 
exclusive basis, reducing 
your website or online 
process response time to 
milliseconds.

Maintaining DNS records only adds more complexity with a third party provider, but cloud 
hosting lets you import nameservers right into your package to manage along with other 
services.

DNS 

As traffic needs change and shift with your location or circumstances, cloud services bring 
specialized load balancing to bear across networks – caching and routing data to the end user as 
fast and robustly as possible.

Load 
Balancing

Cloud hosting lets you hot-swap or add services from CPUs to backup management without 
having to power down or reboot hardware.

Hosting 

Object-based backup lets you deploy multiple copies of data throughout the system – if 
there's a failure somewhere, your ICT environment will access another copy on the fly with no 
interruption to service.

Disaster 
Recovery

Alibaba Cloud Services uses industry-leading database technology that lets you store, migrate, 
and action between multiple formats and languages in multiple locations at a click.

Multiformat 
Data 

CDN

BEST PRACTICES FOR 
WEB HOSTING
Hosting your own data and applications or outsourcing the job to an expert is one of the most enduring debates 
in ICT. Hosting your own services means buying or provisioning equipment, but cloud hosting connects you 
with a partner who can deploy all that (and much more) within minutes, and it can be managed on a completely 
pay-as-you-use basis.

THE RISKS OF SELF-HOSTING
1. RIGHT-SIZING YOUR INFRASTRUCTURE Hosting costs can mount up, 
so it's imperative to use only the amount you need – even the hours it takes to buy 
or hire services to handle sudden growth will add up. You might also think you're 
saving money using co-location, but input/output performance can be heavily 
affected by other data tenants on the same machine (the 'noisy neighbor' effect).

2. SECURITY BREACHES Self- or co-located hosting is a 'bare bones' service 
where the OS, backups and breaches are your problem. Alibaba Cloud is a 
managed service where we provide a one-stop solution, including cutting 
edge security technology.

3. MATCHING SET UP COST If you launch a product or campaign and there's 
no corresponding spike in activity, you've spent good money on machinery and 
services that are now doing little or nothing. Even if you are flooded with orders 
or views, you probably won't have bought the exact amount of processor power 
or having to acquire bandwidth to handle that growth, which will leave you with 
further costs in terms of more equipment or idle computer time.

CLOUD HOSTING KEY COMPONENTS



BEST PRACTICES FOR 
WEB HOSTING

CLOUD COMPUTING FOR THE REAL WORLD

Unpredictable traffic and rising costs don’t have 
to hold you back. Stay ahead of the game with 
best-in-class web hosting solutions. 

Learn more here. 

Cloud computing is about more than saving money on 
computers or disks. It can also save you the man-hours 
you'd otherwise need to manage multiple environments 
and vendors.

And don't forget the agility – in many industries where 
minutes count, it's hard to put a price tag on being so 
responsive to change.

BETTER CONTENT DELIVERY Traditional hosting means all data requests are handled at a single 
I/O point, which has the potential to fail. Alibaba Cloud's specialized content delivery technology caches 
content at multiple locations – updated and synced on the fly – so the system can route the request to the 
most appropriate place to ensure data integrity and speed.

AUTO SCALING Adding or removing services as needed is easy thanks to cloud computing, but 
automating the process is even easier. Using the performance metrics of your own applications, you can 
set pre-defined triggers to automatically add services, even a fixed package of instances according to 
services you know you'll need – just set and forget.

HIGHER I/O PERFORMANCE Actioning read and write requests needs to be done with the greatest 
possible efficiency, and cloud computing lets you separate them into different database instances. 
Replicas of master read-only instances are created in a specific region so as the system enables more of 
them, it decreases the read-request load at the database interface, which now only handles write-requests.

DISTRIBUTED DR The obvious advantage to cloud computing disaster recovery (DR) is multiple copies 
of your data across the network. In the face of an issue or failure the system simply switches to another 
copy that's been updated to the instant you left the previous one. It also means that instead of provisioning 
a dedicated backup environment that's only in use some of the time, DR can be managed by production 
environment resources when they're not needed, which means minimal idle time.

MULTI-REGION Live data is deployed across multiple locations, constantly synced across dedicated 
data pipes that aren't exposed to the external internet. It gives you the ability to deploy applications in 
multiple regions or markets and reduce latency – all of it manageable through the same user interface as 
all your other services.

https://www.alibabacloud.com/solutions/hosting

